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PROSPECTIVE PLANTINGS
MARCH 1, 2009

Colorado growers intend to plant 1,050,000 acres of corn fo

all purposes in 2009, 16 percent below last yeplasitings.
Sorghum intentions are 180,000 acres, down 50,0f)8sa
from plantings last year. Winter wheat seedings fall for
harvest in 2009 at 2,500,000 acres, were revisetl0@pO00
acres from January’'s report, and up 350,000 acms the
2008 crop. Growers intend to seed 30,000 acrespohg
wheat this year, down 10,000 acres from last yeEre area
expected to be seeded to oats, at 50,000 acreg %000
acres from actual seedings a year ago. Plantiegtions for
barley are down 10,000 acres to 70,000. Groweendhto
plant 125,000 acres of sunflowers this year, do%@®@0 acres
from what they planted in 2008. The acreage oVaileties is
expected total 100,000 acres, down 70,000 acresn fest
year's plantings. The area planted to non-oil et&s is
expected to increase 1,000 acres to 25,000 this ydde
State’s dry bean growers indicate they will remaichanged
in planted acreage from last year at 48,000 aciEse area
planted to sugarbeets is expected to increase 2&@3 from
last year’s actual plantings to 36,300 acres. ptaglucers in
the State intend to harvest 1,600,000 acres tlais y@ 30,000
acres from the number of acres cut for hay in 2008.

Near average, mountain snowpack should help farmits
appropriate water rights irrigate crops this ye@urrently,
most growing areas have short soil moisture supplkénal
acreages actually planted for several crops wildegrmined
by irrigation water prospects at planting time aénges in
economic conditions between now and actual planting

Corn growers in th&nited Statesintend to plant 85.0 million
acres of corn for all purposes in 2009, down 1 @atrdrom
last year as lower corn prices and unstable inpstscare
discouraging some growers from planting corn.e#flized this
will be the second consecutive year-over-year desgresince
2007 but will still be the third largest acreag@mesil949,
behind 2007 and 2008. Expected acreage is down fter
year in many states, however, producers in the a@meorn
producing States (lllinois, Indiana, lowa, Kansknnesota,
Missouri, Nebraska, Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisit)ns
collectively intend to plant 66.3 million acres, simghtly from
the 66.1 million acres planted last year.
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The 2009 sorghum area intended to be planed f@uatiosed
is estimated at 6.96 million acres, down 16 perfemh 2008.
Compared with last year, producers in all Statessapwing a
decline in intended acreage. Producers in Kansasd to
plant 2.80 million acres, down 3 percent from thevjpus
year. The large decline is expected in Texas, avif@mers
intend to plant 750,000 acres less than 2008. tiRtanvas
underway in early March across the Lower Valley ahpper
Coast regions of Texas, as 18 percent of the Statep was
planted by March 15, two percentage points beHhiedstyear
average.

Planting Intentions
Colorado and United States, 2008-2009

Colorado United States
Crop 2008 | 2009 2008 | 2009
1,000 Acres
Corn, all.....covvvenennene " 1,250 1,050 85,982 84,986
Sorghum, all..............] 230 180 8,284 6,960
OatS....ccoveveireirerenne 45 50 3,217 3,400
Wheat, all 1...............| . 2,190 2,530 63,147 58,6.38
Winter......cocoovvee . 2,150 2,500 46,281 42,889
SPriNg...cveeeeeeeienee. . 40 30 14,135 13,304
Barley......ccoovvvivenns " 80 70 4,234 3,953
Soybeans .................. 3/ 3/ 75,718 76,024
Sunflower, all............| . 194.0 125.0 2,516.5 2,069.5
Ol oo . 170.0 100.0 2,163.0 1,737.0
Non-0il ......cccennne. .. 240 250 3535 3325
Dry beans................. 48.0 48.0 1,495.0 1,546.1
Sugarbeets................ 33.8 36.3 1,090.8 1,151.6
Hay, all 4.................. . 1,570 1,600 60,062 60,297

Includes Durum for U.S.
Harvested acres 2008, intentions to harvest @920
Not Estimated

QN 2

Producers intend to harvest 60.3 million acresalbhay in
2009, up slightly from 2008. Harvested area is etgu to
increase from last year throughout most of the @ér@reat
Plains and the Pacific Northwest. Oklahoma, Montana
Kansas, and Wisconsin expect the largest increasereage
harvested. North Dakota, Texas, North Carolina, Missouri
expect the largest decreases in acreage harv&statlicers in
Oklahoma and Montana intend to harvest 240,000 and
200,000 more acres, respectively, while growersNiorth
Dakota and Texas expect to harvest 420,000 anda30ess
acres, respectively

The 2009 winter wheat planted area is estimatedi2a®
million acres, up 2 percent from thinter Wheat Seedings
report. Acreage increases from the previous repeete
mainly in the Hard Red Winter growirgtates. States with the
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most notable acreage increases from the previotiags
were Oklahoma, Texas, ar@olorado. Of the total acreage,
about 30.9 million acres are Hard Red Winter, 82d8ion
acres are Soft Red Winteand 3.65 million acres are White
Winter. Winter wheat conditions declined over thmter in
several States. Moisturghortages are a concern in Texas,
Oklahoma, and Kansas.

GRAIN STOCKS
MARCH 1, 2009

All wheat stocks inColorado as of March 1, 2009 totaled
25.70 million bushels, down 5 percent from 27.11liom
bushels on hand one year earlier. Farm stocks,5amillion
bushels, were up 36 percent from the previous hearoff-
farm stocks were down 16 percent to 18.20 milliashels.
Corn stocks, at 58.70 million bushels, were dowpeZcent.
Farm stocks were down 9 percent to 30.0 millionhelss but
off-farm stocks were up 6 percent to 28.70 millioushels.
Off-farm oats stocks were down 23 percent to 50 i@€hels.
Off-farm grain sorghum was down 30 percent to 5Q0,0
bushels. Off-farm Barley stocks are at 4.73 millrshels.

Corn stocks in all positions on March 1, 2009 in theited

Statestotaled 6.96 billion bushels, up 1 percent fronréhal,

2008. Of the total stocks, 4.09 billion bushels atored on
farms, up 8 percent from a year earlier. Off-farrocks, at
2.87 billion bushels, are down 7 percent from a yeg. The
December 2008 - February 2009 indicated disappear&n
3.12 billion bushels, compared with 3.42 billion shels
during the same period last year.

Soybeanstored in all positions on March 1, 2009 totalegD1.
billion bushels, down 9 percent from March 1, 2088ybean
stocks stored on farms are estimated at 657 millisshels, up
11 percent from a year ago. Off-farm stocks, at Gdfion
bushels, are down 23 percent from last March. htdit
disappearance for the December 2008 - February g0aaer
totaled 974 million bushels, up 5 percent fromgshme period
a year earlier.

All wheatstored in all positions on March 1, 2009 totale@41.
billion bushels, up 46 percent from a year ago.f@m stocks
are estimated at 280 million bushels, up 205 pértem last

March. Off-farm stocks, at 756 million bushels, an 23

percent from a year ago. The December 2008 - FebA@09

indicated disappearance is 386 million bushels, rddv
percent from the same period a year earlier.

Barley stocks in all positions on March 1, 2009 totale® 12
million bushels, up 16 percent from March 1, 2008-farm
stocks are estimated at 44.1 million bushels, 56qm above
a year ago. Off-farm stocks, at 83.9 million bushare 2
percent above March 2008. The December 2008 - Bepru
2009 indicated disappearance totaled 44.9 millioshkls, 77
percent above the same period a year earlier.

Oats stored in all positions on March 1, 2009 totaled495
million bushels, 21 percent above the stocks oncMat,
2008. Of the total stocks on hand, 30.0 million Hris are
stored on farms, down 3 percent from a year ag&fabh

stocks totaled 65.4 million bushels, up 36 perdeomn the
previous year. Indicated disappearance during Deee2008
- February 2009 totaled 19.6 million bushels, upp&rcent
from the same period a year ago.

Grain sorghunstored in all positions on March 1, 2009 totaled
209 million bushels, up 12 percent from a year dgo-farm
stocks, at 32.2 million bushels, are up 23 perdmm last
March. Off-farm stocks, at 177 million bushels, ape 11
percent from a year earlier. The December 2008bruzey
2009 indicated disappearance from all positiorf0i3 million
bushels, down 2 percent from the same period &t y
Grain Stocks
Colorado and United States, March 1, 2008-2009

Grain Colorado United States
and PositionA | 2008 | 2009 2008 | 2009
1,000 Bushels

All wheat

On farms.......... 5,500 7,500 91,990 280,200

Off farms.......... 21,610 18,200 617,280 756,372

Total.......cceeeeee. 27,110 25,700 709,270 1,036,572
Corn

On farms.......... 33,000 30,000 3,780,000 4,085,00C

Off farms.......... 27,055 28,700 3,078,722 2,873,397

Total.......cceeeee.. 60,055 58,700 6,858,722 6,958,397
Barley

On farms.......... . 2/ 2/ 28,270 44,060

Off farms.......... 2/ 4,730 82,154 83,895

Total.......cceeeee.. . 2/ 2/ 110,424 127,955
Oats

On farms.......... . 2/ 2/ 31,000 30,000

Off farms.......... 65 50 47,988 65,364

Total.......cceveeee. . 2/ 2/ 78,988 95,364
Sorghum

On farms.......... . 2/ 2/ 26,100 32,200

Off farms.......... 725 510 159,808 176,593

Total.......cceveeee. . 2/ 2/ 185,908 208,793
Soybeans

On farms.......... . 3/ 3/ 593,000 656,500

Off farms.......... 2/ 2/ 840,982 645,106

Total........c..c..... ! 2/ 2/ 1,433,982 1,301,606

1 Includes stocks at mills, elevators, warehousgsjinals, and processors.
2/ Minor states are not published separately, teiiraiuded in US total.
3/ Not estimated.

AGRICULTURAL PRICES
MARCH 15, 2009

The preliminary All Farm Products Index of PricescRived
by Farmers in March, at 126 percent, based on B2801-00,
was unchanged from February. The Crop Index is yoitt
(0.7 percent) but the Livestock Index decreasediht0.9
percent). Producers received higher prices for ,ctattuce,
shap beans, and tomatoes and lower prices for ebsil
soybeans, strawberries, and celery. In additioprices, the
overall index is also affected by the seasonal ghdrased on
a 3-year average mix of commodities producers belteased
monthly marketings of strawberries, broilers, sais and
milk offset decreased marketings of cattle, coattan, and
oranges.
The March All Crops Index is 147, up 0.7 percent from
February but 12 percent below March 2008. Indexeiases
for commercial vegetables, feed grains & hay, #uit nuts,
food grains, and potatoes & dry beans more thasebfthe
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index decreases for oil-bearing crops and cottbhe March
all wheat price, at $5.85 per bushel, is up 6 cdrms
February but $4.65 below March 2008. The corneprit
$3.96 per bushel, is up 9 cents from last month7/dutents
below March 2008. The all hay price, at $129 per te down
$3.00 from February and $4.00 below last March.gBam
grain, at $5.54 per cwt, is 49 cents above Febrhaty$3.50
below March last year. The all potato price, aO$Jer cwt,
is up 20 cents from February and 70 cents from Néestch.
The all dry bean price, at $28.80 per cwt, is d@&rB80 from
the previous month and $3.40 below March 2008.

The March Livestock and Products Index at 108,0rd 0.9
percent from last month and 16 percent from Mar6o&
Compared with a year ago, prices are lower for rgldtle,
eggs, broilers, calves, and turkeys. Hog priceshayieer. The
March hog price, at $44.20 per cwt, is up 30 cemnisn

February and $3.90 higher than a year ago. The Mdreef
cattle price of $78.50 per cwt is down 30 centsmfrtast
month and $9.30 lower than March 2008. The Maithik

price of $11.50 per cwt is down 10 cents from fasinth and
down $6.60 from March 2008.

Prices Received and Paid Summary United States

Index 2008 2009
1990-92 = 100 Feb.|  Mar. Feb  Mar.
Percent
Prices Received ................ . 146 146 126 126
Prices Paid........................ . 171 174 174 174
Ratio X....ovvvvvveveveiiieneneen . 85 84 72 72

1/ Ratio of Index of Prices Received by Farmeratiek of Prices Paid.

Compared with March 200&olorado crop prices were lower
than last year except for hay, while livestock esicall
averaged lower. Mid-March 2009 wheat, at $5.13lpeshel,
was down $3.66 from a year ago and was $1.36 bé&stv
month. Corn prices increased 3 cents from Febriaf4.00
per bushel but averaged 33 cents below March 200Be
mid-March potato price, at $9.80 per cwt, decrea&@aents
from last month and was 20 cents below March a wgar.
Alfalfa hay, at $165.00 per ton, decreased $5.00tqe from
February 2009 and $20.00 from March 2008. Therdtag
price, at $125.00 per ton, was unchanged from Fejprand
March a year ago. The mid-March steer and heifeepat
$89.00 per cwt, down 50 cents from last month aretaged
$12.00 below a year ago. Cow prices increasedeBBdrom
the previous month to $45.70 per cwt but were $®&0cwt
below March 2008. The mid-March calf price of $Xbper
cwt remained unchanged from last month but down.(12
from a year ago. The March all milk price of $1d der cwt
was down 70 cents from last month and $6.70 belcavchl
2008.

Average Prices Received By Farmerd/

\ Colorado
Mar. Feb. Mar.
Item Unit 2008 2009 2009

Crops Dollars

Wheat .......ccoovevvieiiiiene, . Bu 8.79 6.49 5.13
COM.eiiiiiiiiie e . Bu 4.33 3.97 4.00
Barley (All).......coovveeiieeennns Bu. 2/ 3/ 3/
Potatoes .........cccccceeeeiiinnn. . Cwt 10.00 10.50 9.80
Dry edible beans................ . Cwt 35.40 32.00 29.50
Alfalfa hay (baled).............. Ton 145.00 170.00 165.00
Other hay (baled)............... . To 125.00 125.00 125.00
Livestock & Products

Beef Cattle...........cccceeenee. . Cwt 100.00 88.60 88.10
Steers & heifers ................ . Cwt 101.00 89.50 89.00
COWS. et Cwt 53.90 45.50 45.70
Calves.....ccccveeiiiieiieee Cwt 117.00 105.00 105.00
Sheep...ccccovvveiiiiiiec, Cwt 30.00 34.00 3/
Lambs.....cccooviiiiiieiieee . Cwt 99.00 100.00 3/
Milk sold to plants.............. Cwt 17.80 11.80 11.10

United States

Crops Dollars

Wheat .......ccoeeeiieeiiieen, . Bu 10.50 5.79 5.85
COMLiiiiiiiieciiee e . Bu 470 3.87 3.96
Soybeans ........ccccceeviiieenn. . Bu. 11.40 9.55 9.13
Barley (All).......coovveeiieeennnns Bu. 4.18 4.94 4.82
Barley (Feed).........occuveeenn. . Bu 429 2.63 2.98
Sorghum ......ccocevviiieniieens . Cwt 9.04 5.05 5.54
Potatoes .........cccccceeveiiinnn. . Cwt 8.37 8.87 9.07
Dry edible beans................ . Cwt 32.20 30.10 28.80
Alfalfa hay (baled).............. Ton 144.00 143.00 137.00
Other hay (baled)............... . To 116.00 107.00 109.00
ONIONS ..o . Cwt 2.53 6.80 5.18
Livestock & Products

Beef Cattle..........ccccueeneee. . Cwt 87.80 78.80 78.50
Steers & heifers ............... . Cwt 92.90 83.80 83.50
COWS..eviieiiieeiiee e . Cwt 51.50 43.90 44.00
Calves......ccocvevvieieiiece, . Cwt 118.00 105.00 104.00
Sheep...cccoveeveiiiieeiee e, . Cwt 28.70 31.90 3/
Lambs.....cccoviiiiiiciiee . Cwt 97.40 100.00 3/
HOQS .veeeiiieeeiie e . Cwt 40.30 43.90 44.20
Milk sold to plants.............. Cwt 18.10 11.60 11.50
Broilers.......ccooeveviiiiiieennnnd . Lb. 0.46 0.47 0.45

1/ Prices received by farmers refer to prices apthiat of first sale out of farmer's hands

Insufficient sales to establish a pricé. 8ot available

2/
4/ Discontinued.

HOGS AND PIGS
MARCH 1, 2009

Colorado’s inventory of all hogs and pigs as of March 1, 2009

totaled 730,000 head, down 6 percent from Marci2QD8.

The breeding hog inventory at 155,000 head remained

unchanged from a year earlier but the market hegnitory
was down 8 percent to 575,000 head. Colorado’'sseer
2008- February 2009 pig crop of 636,000 head isrdaw
percent from the comparable period a year earli¢rere were
74,000 sows farrowed during the December 2008 fUeeh
2009 time period 12 percent below the comparableope
year earlier. Colorado producers intend to farr@0®0 sows
during March - May 2009 period and 77,000 sowsrdudune
- August 2009 period.

United Statesinventoryof all hogs and pigs on March 1, 2009
was 65.4 million head. This was down 3 percent fidarch

1, 2008 and down 2 percent from December 1, 2008.

Breeding inventoryat 6.01 million head, was down 3 percent
from last year and down 1 percent from the previguarter.
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Market hog inventory,at 59.4 million head, was down 3
percent from last year and down 2 percent fromdaatter.

The December 2008-February 2009 pig crap28.2 million
head, was down 1 percent from 2008 but up 7 pertent
2007. Sows farrowing during this period totaled8rillion
head, down 3 percent from 2008 but up 3 percemn 2607.
The sows farrowed during this quarter representegescent
of the breeding herd. The average pigs saved tier ivas
9.48 for the December 2008- February 2009 periothpared
to 9.24 last year. Pigs saved per litter by sizeopération
ranged from 7.30 for operations with 1-99 hogs pigs to
9.50 for operations with more than 5,000 hogs dgs. p

United States hog producdrgend to have 2.96 million sows
farrow during the March-May 2009 quarter, down 3cpat
from the actual farrowings during the same perin8008 and
down 2 percent from 2007. Intended farrowings fane}
August 2009, at 2.95 million sows, are down 4 perdeom
2008 and down 6 percent from 2007. The total nundfe
hogs under contract owned by operations with ov@0®
head, but raised by contractees, accounted fore4éept of
the total U.S. hog inventory, up from 40 percest igear.

Revisions
All inventory and pig crop estimates for March 2aB8ugh
December 2008 were reviewed using slaughter, desshand
current import and export data. Based on this wevie
adjustments of less than one half of one percent weade to
the December 2008 total inventory, March-May 200§ p
crop, and June-August 2008 pig crop.

Hogs and Pigs, March 1, 2008-2009
Colorado United States
ltem 2008 | 2009| 2008 | 2009
1,000 Head

All Hogs & Pigs 300 275 67,218 65,389

Kept for breeding 155 155 6,200 6,011

Market 210 190 61,018 59,378

Under 60 Ibs 320 315 22,137 21,458

60-119 lbs 85 70 14,490 14,126

120-179 lbs 80 70 13,193 12,862

180 Ibs. & over 140 120 11,199 10,932

Sows Farrowed: 84 74 3,071 2,978
Dec — Feb

March - May 1 81 79 3,052 2,962

June — Aug/l 76 77 3,075 2,952

Pig Crop: 760 636 28,387 28,230
Dec — Feb

March - May 712 717 27,870 28,630

June — Aug 676 2/ 29,240 2/

1/ Actual for 2008; intentions for 2009. 2/ of\estimated.

CHICKENS AND EGGS
FEBRUARY 2009

Colorado laying flocks produced 89 million eggs during
February 2009, up 1 percent from the same montlea y
earlier but 10 percent below the 99 million eggsduced
during January 2009. The average number of lagiaring
February 2009 totaled 3.89 million, down 2 perdenin 3.97
million a year earlier but 1 percent below the 3m8illion for
the previous month. The average rate of lay foborary
2009, at 2,288 eggs per 100 layers, compares wahd2eggs
per 100 layers during February 2008 and 2,493 émudry
20009.

United States egg production totaled 6.89 billion during
February 2009, down 3 percent from last year. Rrtioi
included 5.91 billion table eggs, and 985 millioatdhing
eggs, of which 917 million were broiler-type and @@lion
were egg-type. The total number of layers duringpr&ary
2009 averaged 341 million, down 1 percent from hgesdr.
February egg production per 100 layers was 2,023,atpwn

2 percent from February 2008.

All layers in the U.S. on March 1, 2009 totaled 34illion,
down 1 percent from last year. The 341 million laye
consisted of 283 million layers producing tablentarket type
eggs, 54.3 million layers producing broiler-typedhéng eggs,
and 3.07 million layers producing egg-type hatcheggs.
Rate of lay per day on March 1, 2009, averaged &8d3% per
100 layers, up slightly from March 1, 2008.

UPCOMING REPORTS
Colorado and U.S. data from most of the followiegarts will
appear in subsequent issues of AG UPDATE. Howeliese
who have an immediate need for the data may callaffice
after 1:15 P.M. on the day of release - toll fre80D-392-
3202. The complete USDA report is also availaldrgernet
at: http://www.nass.usda.gov

April 03 - Vegetables

April 09 - Crop Production
April 15 - Turkey Hatchery
April 15 - Potato Stocks
April 17 - Milk Production
April 17 - Cattle on Feed
April 21 - Cold Storage

April 21 - Chickens and Eggs
April 24 - Livestock Slaughter

William Meyer
Director

Rodger Ott
Deputy Director

U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

COLORADO DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE



